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Welcome to our second edition of the ITE

Mountain District Quarterly Magazine! This edition

brings you updates from across our district about

what is coming up and some insight into the work

that our members are doing. I am very proud of

our new District and how far we have come in just

over a year, including the development of our

quarterly magazine.

As the winter transitions to spring I look forward to

the transition from the height of the pandemic to

a brighter future where we can begin to see more

of each other in person. I look forward to the

opportunities to reconnect and collaborate with

peers and colleagues in a more personal way. 

Unfortunately, we are still in a phase where holding large in person meetings is not the

safe and responsible thing to do. Therefore, it was determined that the July 18th – 21st

Joint ITE Mountain District/Western District/International meeting will be virtual. We

had a very successful virtual Joint Mountain District/Western District meeting last year

and expect this year’s will be just as successful. We encourage you to participate, and

we will definitely see you in person in Boise in 2022!

This month we continue our virtual engagement with our first Mountain District

Student Leadership Summit which will be held on April 9th through April 11th. The

Montana State University Student Chapter, led by Bryce Grame, has worked hard to

develop a program that will be beneficial to students and engaging for all. Please

consider supporting the students by sponsoring the event or attending. Our students

and younger members are the future of ITE and our profession. 

I will end on a hopeful note and ask that you all continue to be vigilant during what we

hope to be the final phase of this global pandemic. Our actions now will help dictate

how quickly we can get back to some sense of normalcy in our communities and our

profession.

Sincerely,

Ben Waldman, PE, PTOE
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Benjamin T. Waldman

Mountain District

President

ben.waldman@apexdesignpc.com
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Remember, we are always looking for photos!  Send your potential

cover photos (along with location within the Mountain District) to

darlene.yellowhair@psomas.com or your ITE Mountain District

swag photos (taken anywhere around the world) to

communications@ite.org.  Photos can be submitted anytime.
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Arizona Section
Young Professionals,  

1/21/2021

Southern Arizona
Chapter meeting
with a special guest!
1/22/2021
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Save
the

Date!

Y2K and Kimley-
Horn Cave Creek
Field Visit, 2/6/2021
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ITE Student Leadership Summit
Virtual, Hosted by Montana State University

April 9-11, 2021

ITE Intermountain 60th Anniversary MeetingITE Intermountain 60th Anniversary Meeting
VirtualVirtual

May 13-15, 2021May 13-15, 2021

https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/ite-annual-meeting-and-exhibition/
https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/student-leadership-summits/ite-international-virtual-student-leadership-summit/
http://www.intermountainite.com/


Arizona ITE once again supported and sponsored a transportation award for the Future City
Competition in the Engineers Week (E-Week). This year’s theme was Living on the Moon. Under
the umbrella of STEM program, E-Week events are organized to educate young students to
demonstrate that Engineering is creative, it’s about teamwork, and Engineers make a difference.

The Future City Competition participants are all from middle school levels (6th, 7th and 8th
grades). This program introduces young students to engineering concepts through practical
applications of mathematics and sciences. Each group in the competition has three to five
students, a volunteer engineer, and a teacher. The team collaborates and develops the concept,
then designs and builds a 3D model out of recycled materials. 
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Arizona ITE sponsors the Best
Multimodal Transportation System
award, and a team of three judges
participated on behalf of ITE (Kohinoor
Kar, Brad Donais, and Brandon Forrey).
Due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions,
this year’s competition took place
virtually. ITE judges reviewed the
submissions, watched video
presentations, and discussed their
observations. Although face to face
interactions did not happen, there was
an opportunity to ask questions during
live sessions with the students. 

The 2021 ITE award went to
Billy Lane Lauffer Middle
School in Tucson. Arizona ITE is
considering inviting this team
to an upcoming virtual meeting
for a brief presentation and
recognition of their
achievement. 
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Arizona

The Winning Multimodal Design

The Winning Team from Billy Lane Lauffer Middle School

https://futurecity.org/


The Idaho Section also sponsored a “Most Multimodal Transportation Network” award at
the 17th Annual Idaho Regional Future City Competition. Members Dawson Sigman,
Gerald Flatz, and Brett Seely volunteered to complete the judging, and the award went to
Heritage Middle School for their Future City Praesidium! Participation in this program is
one of the highlights of our year, and the Idaho Section loves giving back to up-and-
coming young engineers!

D
is

tr
ic

t 
E

ve
n

ts Future City Competition
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Idaho
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Dixie State University (DSU), located in the picturesque southern Utah desert, serves

approximately 12,000 students. The campus is situated in downtown St. George and

is partially wrapped by Interstate 15 (I-15). As the University has grown over the

decades, so has the surrounding housing and commercial development, much of

which is located on the opposite side of I-15 with only a few options for crossing the

heavily trafficked interstate.

For more than a decade, the City of St. George, DSU, the Utah Department of

Transportation (UDOT), and the Dixie Metropolitan Planning Organization (DMPO)

have worked to improve non-motorized accessibility throughout the community and

to the DSU campus facilities. Based on active transportation goals and

recommendations from the 2008 Dixie State College [now University] Traffic,
Pedestrian and Parking Study, the 2014 St. George Master Traffic and
Transportation Study, and the 2017 St. George Active Transportation Plan,

stakeholders identified several key goals and projects for guiding the development

and implementation of active transportation infrastructure throughout the

community and the DSU campus. The I-15/400 South Pedestrian Underpass project,

which was funded by UDOT, the City of St. George, DSU, and the DMPO, was one of

the projects identified to meet these active transportation goals.
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Please enjoy this article from one of our District Sponsors.  We thank them for the support!

Located to the east of I-15 is a large area of student housing, multiple apartment

complexes, the Dixie Regional Medical Center, the Russell C. Taylor Health Science

building (part of the DSU campus), and many retail, commercial, and office centers.

On the west of I-15 is DSU and several other housing, retail, and community facilities. 

Prior to construction of the

underpass, the closest locations for

pedestrians to cross I-15 for access

to DSU were either several blocks

to the south at 700 South or to the

north at 100 South. These are both

main east-west arterial travel

corridors throughout St. George

with heavy traffic volumes, narrow

sidewalks, and no shoulders under

the freeway.  As such, pedestrians

were in very close proximity to

vehicles, and bicycles had to share

the narrow travel lanes with

vehicles.
New Trailblazer Tunnel (courtesy of Horrocks)



These conditions created safety and travel time concerns for all users and led to

students and residents choosing to use their vehicles for short trips from one side of

the freeway to the other.  

To accomplish the goal of providing safer and more accessible pedestrian facilities,

a new pedestrian/bicycle underpass, nicknamed the “Trailblazer Tunnel,” was

constructed midway between 700 South and 100 South. The underpass, located

under I-15 at approximately 400 South, connects the DSU campus and the

community on the west side of I-15 to the housing, campus, and community

facilities on the east side of the freeway. The 16-foot-wide, 10-foot-tall tunnel is 204
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feet long, extending beyond the

width of I-15 to accommodate

future interstate widening. This new

pedestrian underpass provides an

alternate route and encourages

non-motorized transportation

modes such as cycling, walking,

and riding scooters.

With the goal of completing the

project in time for the beginning of

the 2019 fall semester, construction

began in March of 2019 – a tight

window for the completion of all

project phases. A precast arch was selected by the designers to allow for faster

construction and to reduce impacts to I-15 during construction, resulting in less

disruption to motorists traveling in the area. Similarly, the project team focused on

the future users of the underpass and the design features that would encourage its

use. Because of the length of the tunnel and the stakeholder’s concerns with

making it feel safe for users, special attention was given during the planning and

design stages to the tunnel’s lighting, width, shape, aesthetics, and safety (via CCTV

monitoring). 

The project team, which consisted of Horrocks Engineers, UDOT, the City of St.

George, DSU, Intermountain GeoEnvironmental Services (IGES), and American Civil

Contractors (ACC), successfully completed the project in August 2019 just as the

new school year began. Between the stakeholders, designer, and contractor, this

project is a great example of organizations working effectively together to fund,

design, and construct a facility that provides immediate benefit to the community.

Craig Shanklin, a member of the Southern Utah Bicycle Alliance Board of Directors,

commented on the impact he has observed from the completion of this project:

“This bike/ped tunnel project met all the criteria for a critical active transportation

project … improving safety, eliminating a gap in existing active transportation

infrastructure, and encouraging walking and biking as an alternative to vehicle use. 

Trailblazer Tunnel Construction (courtesy of Horrocks)



This project has been an

amazing success on all three

counts and is used by DSU

students as well as the entire

community. Users can now

safely cross under I-15, which

opens up new recreation,

commuting, shopping, and

housing options for everyone. As

a result of this success, the

project has served as model for

other new tunnel projects in the

community now under design.”
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Horrocks Engineers, Inc., founded in 1968 by Gilbert Horrocks, is a full-service civil engineering consulting
firm providing quality services in a full range of disciplines. Horrocks has 19 offices which are located in
Pleasant Grove, St. George, Riverdale, and Heber, Utah; Meridian, Idaho Falls, and Twin Falls, Idaho;
Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona; Albuquerque, New Mexico; Reno and Las Vegas, Nevada; Spokane,
Washington; San Diego, California; Denver and Greeley, Colorado; and Dallas and Houston, Texas.

The pedestrian tunnel provides more convenient and safer pedestrian and bicycle

access for residents and students on both sides of I-15 to the DSU campus, housing

residential, and community facilities. “The I-15/400 South Pedestrian Underpass

project has been a long-time vision come true for DSU,” explained Jon Gibb, DSU

Director of Facility Planning and Construction. “This pedestrian connection was

crucial in connecting our health sciences students along with students living east

of I-15 to our main campus. […] DSU could not be happier with the results.” By

providing a safe alternative route for students and residents in this area that can

be accessed conveniently without the need for a car, the project has contributed

to positive community, health, and economic outcomes throughout the area. 

Trailblazer Tunnel Construction (courtesy of Horrocks)

Additionally, the project provides

sustainability benefits. With a

safe and convenient route for

pedestrians and cyclists, active

transportation will be a more

attractive option for members of

the community. As citizens

choose to walk or bike rather

than drive, additional benefits

such as improved health,

reduced traffic, fewer emissions,

and less congested roadways and

parking areas may follow.

DSU Branding of Trailblazer Tunnel (courtesy of Horrocks)
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usage of historical data, rather than current

time spent on report creation

disinterest in long reports, often leaving them unread

an inability to manipulate data visualizations easily

Many transportation agencies utilize data reports on a daily, weekly, or monthly

basis, but there are several problems and limitations with these static reports. Key

problems include:

Luckily, in today’s technology-filled world, there is a better alternative with all the

benefits and none of the disadvantages: real-time data dashboards. These

dashboards are often a feature in innovative cloud-based software, like our

platform, NueGOV.

“You can really harness all the data you need and convey it in meaningful ways,

without as much time maintaining it,” Justin Healey, Navjoy Project Manager, said.

Once digitized and updated in real-time, reports can then allow your agency to

improve at three key things.

1. Understanding trends
As stated, with data so readily available in a cloud-based software system, it can be

reviewed and analyzed in a different light. Our interactive dashboards allow users

to select what data set they want to look at and combine it with other data sets to

see emerging patterns. Once illuminated, problems can be seen and addressed.

Then positive results can be noticed and replicated, creating more overall success.
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Real-Time Dashboards
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Please enjoy this article from one of our District Sponsors.  We thank them for the support!

Dashboard Example

https://navjoyinc.com/smart-solutions/


agencies have not had before. The ability to manipulate data views and see how

different data sets interact can uncover previously unseen problems and provide

an opportunity for unique solutions. Additionally, because of the accessibility, data

can be viewed anywhere and anytime. Software helps agencies explore and test

other key problem-solving alternatives while making data-driven decisions. Fe
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you know which corridors have the most traffic during inclement weather. That

knowledge is power. Power to prioritize, power to maximize budget utility, and

power to justify your decisions with concrete visual evidence.

Visit our NueGOV page to learn more about real-time dashboards and how you can

utilize them in your agency.

2. Fostering an
environment of
innovation.
Catch up to the world

of technology our

travelers are in.

Software with real-

time data dashboards

provide new data

analysis capabilities, a

way to save time, and

a new level of

convenience that

transportation

3. Forecasting
and planning for
the future.
Knowing the

trends also

provides unique

forecasting

capabilities.

Suddenly, you

know exactly how

long each signal

pole has before it

needs

replacement, and

14Article by Emily Gerson, Content Marketing Specialist

Year-to-Ywar Summary

Volume Variance

https://navjoyinc.com/smart-solutions/
https://navjoyinc.com/smart-solutions/
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Spotted!

Phoenix, AZ
Jenny Grote

Arizona Section

Somewhere in Utah
Devin Moore
Nevada Section

Phoenix, AZ
David Lucas
Arizona Section

Send your photos with your Mountain District
swag to communications@mountainite.org
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Annual Meeting
Committee

Unfortunately, COVID continues to rear its ugly head
and affect our meetings. As most of you are probably
aware, ITE has canceled the in-person joint ITE
International/Western District/Mountain District
Annual Meeting that was going to be held July 18-21
in Portland, OR and is moving to a virtual format.
Though we are all disappointed that we won’t be able
to meet in person (again), we are working with the
group planning the meeting to get our key Mountain
District events and needs incorporated into the
virtual format. Please plan on participating as there
will still be great speakers, presentations, and
opportunities to connect with colleagues and earn
PDHs. And on another sad note, the (old)
Intermountain Section had to cancel their planned
meeting in Jackson Hole this year as well. That all
being said, we are now focusing our efforts on
helping with the planning and execution of our very
first standalone Mountain District Annual Meeting to
be held June 8-10, 2022 in Boise, ID at the wonderful
Riverside Hotel. We are excited to finally be getting
out there on our own, so to speak, and hope
everyone is planning on attending and supporting the
meeting. It will be a great opportunity to reunite with
old friends, meet new District folks, and experience
what the Mountain District is all about.

Chair: Lee Cabell
(lee@horrocks.com)

Advertising
Committee

The Advertising Committee continues to reach out
to the many great transportation organizations
within our District to offer them a variety of
advertising opportunities. Please take a look at
their ads within this magazine and on the Mountain
District website to learn more about their
exceptional products and services. Thanks to the
continued support of our Founding and District
Sponsors who have renewed their sponsorships for
another year, the Mountain District is able to
continue funding our Student and Young
Professionals Committee, Awards Committee and
Membership Committee, among other initiatives,
including the District’s first Student Leadership
Summit! Please reach out to Advertising Committee
Chair David Lucas with any inquiries about
sponsorships or job postings and thank you for
your continued support of the Mountain District.

Chair: David Lucas
(David_Lucas@tempe.gov)

Mountain District Committee Updates



Communications
Committee

Our Communications Committee members have been
so wonderful and so incredibly helpful in getting the
word out about events, activities, surveys, voting, and
job information to the membership! If you have not
yet become a member, you should! Many events are
happening with each Section and Chapter across the
District. We are encouraged and excited to see the
high level of engagement in the virtual events! It is
more convenient to attend without the need to travel.
AND if you have not already thought of attending an
event outside of your state, you definitely should
make the most of our virtual environment! All events
across the District can be found on our Meetings page
on the mountainite.org website! If you are having any
challenges registering for any events, please email us
and we will work with you to get it through. We’d also
like to welcome our Student Chapters that have joined
the District platform – if you haven’t checked out the
Students page yet, please do so! Don’t forget to “like”
our Facebook and LinkedIn pages and follow us!

Chair: Deanna Haase
(Deanna.Haase@kimley-horn.com)

Membership
Committee

As of end of March 2021, there are 1,653 Mountain
District Members, with 54 new members joining to
date in 2021. The Mountain District Membership
Committee continues working with each Section to
promote recruitment of new members and
engagement of current members. Did you know that
ITE offers flexible membership options and
discounted rates for public agencies that have
multiple individuals who join ITE? ITE currently has
over 30 state departments of transportation and
hundreds of cities and counties that make up
thousands of ITE members. The Mountain District
Membership Committee will be reviewing those
agencies within the District and encouraging agency
memberships. More information is provided here.
Finally, if you would like to be featured or would like
to recommend another member for the Member
Spotlight in the Quarterly Magazine, or if you have
any other ideas or want to volunteer for the
committee, please contact Lindsay Saner.

Chair: Lindsay Saner
(lindsay.saner@kimley-horn.com)
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Mountain District Committee Updates

@ITEMountainDistrict

ITE Mountain District

https://www.ite.org/membership/agency-members/


Student and
Young
Professionals
Committee

The Mountain District Student and Younger Member
Committee has been hard at work with student
awards, data collection RFP, planning the Student
Leadership Summit, and planning the future Mountain
District Mentor/Mentee Program. We had submissions
for each of our six awards and will pass along the
Student Chapter, Student Chapter Momentum, and
Student Paper award to ITE International for
consideration for International Prizes. We also had
three student chapters submit proposals for the Data
Collection Project. Winners of awards and the data
collection project will be announced soon!

As a reminder, the SLS will be hosted by Montana
State University on April 9-11, 2021, in a virtual
environment. The weekend will include a career fair,
technical sessions, professional panels, and the
Mountain District Traffic Bowl. They are still looking
for sponsorships so please support this event! We will
also be launching a Student LinkedIn page to enable a
platform for students to network and connect. Our
committee is also working on initiatives for Younger
Members including our own Mountain District
Mentor/Mentee program. The goal will be to connect
young professionals across the District. If you would
like to support our committee, please feel free to
contact me at students@mountainite.org. Thanks for
your continuing support.

Chair: Christopher Sobie
(christopher.sobie@gmail.com)

Mountain District Committee Updates

Awards
Committee

The committee is reviewing award submittals and
has nothing new to report.  Keep an eye out for
updates in the next issue!

Chair: Joey Paskey
(jpaskey@lasvegasnevada.gov)
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Montana State, Host
of the 2021 SLS

https://mountainite.org/SLS2021
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Transportation News

After the latest COVID-19 relief bill was passed,
President Biden got to work on developing a new
job and infrastructure package.  The proposed
"American Jobs Plan" identifies a total of $621
billion for transportation, including $115 billion for
bridges, highways, and roads, $20 billion for
roadway safety, and $85 billion for transit 
 Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg has
indicated that this administration has a "once in a
century" opportunity to redefine transportation in
the United States.  He has emphasized that a
complete approach to transportation, considering
all modes of travel and all users, will be key to
future success. 

Major Infrastructure Package in the Works

The Arizona Department of
Transportation is studying a smart
work zone system at a bridge project
on Interstate 40 (I-40) between
Flagstaff and Winslow in Northern
Arizona. The system can be controlled
remotely to provide motorists with
real-time traffic information as they
approach the work zone.  ADOT is
studying a dynamic merge system
which is designed to mitigate
potential hazards of lane closures by
altering the time to merge based on
the current traffic.  Dynamic message
signs encourage drivers to merge into
the open lane prior to the closure
when traffic is light; when traffic is
heavy, the system will encourage
drivers to remain in the closed lane as
long as possible and merge closer to
the work zone using a zipper merge.  

Arizona Testing Smart Work Zones to Increase Safety

Image: Arizona Department of Transportation

Image: Darlene Danehy Yellowhair

Arizona has been using the zipper merge since 2016, which ADOT says is amore efficient way of
moving traffic through an area where a lane is closed.  ADOT has set up the dynamic merge for
westbound traffic at a bridge deck rehabilitation project on I-40 and a traditional work zone in
the eastbound direction in order to compare and determine the effectiveness of the smart
system.  Crash and speed data will be collected in the work zone to evaluate the impacts of the
new technology.
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Transportation News

Throughout the country, the
Highway Trust Fund (HTF) has
provided (and continues to provide)
a majority of the funding for roads,
bridges, and highways. 
 Unfortunately, the gas tax has not
been raised in nearly 30 years;
combined with improved gas
mileage and the increasing
popularity of electric and hybrid
vehicles, funding is falling far short
of infrastructure needs.

The Fixing America's Surface
Transportation (FAST) Act included 

User-Based Highway Funding Being Tested

The Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) has
announced the launch of a new daily
bus service connecting northern and
southern parts of the state.  Salt
Lake Express will operate the routes,
which will provide round-trip service
between Reno and Las Vegas,
including stops in Fallon, Fernley,
Hawthorne, Tonopah, Beatty, and
Pahrump.  The routes were
identified in part through public
feedback.

New Transit Service Links Aims to Improve Regional
Connectivity

The new services are part of the approximately $10 million in Federal Transit Administration
funds NDOT uses annually to support rural public transportation throughout the state.

the creation of the Surface Transportation System Funding Alternatives (STSFA) grants to help
various groups study user-based funding options.  The grant selections for 2020 include entities
across the country.  More information can be found here.

The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) is continuing their research into the funding
issue, building on their voluntary pay-per-mile system launched in 2015 (OReGO).  The current
system is working well, but ODOT is investigating whether the technology can support more
detailed pricing, including area-boundary (time-of-day based in the Portland metro area), layer-
area (time-of-day based in two overlapping areas, such as a city and county), and corridor (time-
of-day on specific highway corridors in the Portland metro area).

Image: Necada Department of Transportation

https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/index.htm
https://www.myorego.org/


The Arizona Section held a virtual meeting on January 21st featuring Peter Koonce, PE, Principal
Engineer, Portland Bureau of Transportation presenting on Traffic Signal Operations to Advance
Multimodal Transportation. The depth of knowledge shared by out-of-state speakers has added
value for our membership. To supplement our technical meetings, we promote events and
courses offered through ITE’s Learning Hub and are assembling a working group of municipal
traffic engineers to discuss the Notice of Proposed Amendments for the 11th edition of the
MUTCD.

Section/Chapter Updates

The Southern Arizona Chapter of ITE may be Zooming, but it’s still multi-modal! In January,
members and guests enjoyed an interactive presentation by Donna Lewandowski, the
energetic super woman that heads up ADOT’s Bike/Ped Program. February’s program featured
Jason Pike, senior railroad grade crossing inspector with the Arizona Corporation Commission.
In March, Co-Project Managers Patrick Hartley and Andy Bemis presented an update on with
the City of Tucson’s Long Range Transportation Plan, called “Move Tucson.” SAITE meets on the
third Friday of every month from noon to 1 p.m. Everyone is welcome!
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Arizona Section

Southern Arizona Chapter

With the board stepping into new positions at the beginning
of the calendar year, we recognized our outgoing 2019-2020
President of the Arizona Section, April Wire, PE, PTOE,
Arterial Operations Program Manager, Maricopa County
Department of Transportation, for her thoughtful leadership
through ITE transitions and the pandemic.

Some of our key initiatives this year include improving our
communication and engagement with our diverse and
geographically wide spread membership. We’re preparing a
postcard to mail to our members that reconnects them to
our website and provides instructions on how to whitelist our
email notifications. A membership survey will be sent out to
gauge preferences on meeting formats and times that work
best. The Arizona Section is also focusing efforts on our
social media content.

Since our members may not be able to attend a technical field review, we decided to bring it to
them in the form of a video! In February, Sam Taylor, PE, Traffic Engineering Analyst, City of
Scottsdale and Helayne Dominguez, conducted a field visit to observe the installation and
activation of a Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon. They recorded the event to share across Arizona ITE
social media platforms.



The newly elevated ITE Utah Section (UTITE) held its first Annual Conference on March 25, 2021.
The former Utah Chapter held a statewide conference in the Salt Lake area for many years, and
this year it was broadcast from Salt Lake in an online format for the first time. While we missed
engaging in person with our fellow professionals and vendors, it enabled people from far
reaches of our state to participate without traveling hundreds of miles. The response to
participate was excellent, and we had a full day of presentations around the theme of "Current
Challenges and Trends of our Transportation Systems, Resilience, and Future Trends".

During COVID, the Idaho Section of ITE has focused on providing our
members with monthly luncheons via Microsoft Teams to help keep
people engaged in the ITE community. So far we’ve received a lot of
positive feedback about our ability to provide free PDHs to our
members. In fact, each luncheon has been very successful, drawing
more than 80 people for every topic! In addition to the monthly
luncheons, we have begun recording the presentations with plans to
post them on our new Idaho Section website.

The Idaho Section is also moving forward with the planning of the
first annual Mountain District ITE Conference in Boise, Idaho. The
Conference dates are set for June 8th to the 10th of 2022 at the
Doubletree Riverside. We’ve received buy-in and support from many
of the major transportation agencies across Idaho and we are
looking forward to recruiting volunteers for different committees. 
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Section/Chapter Updates
Idaho Section

Utah Section

If any other new Mountain District members would like to volunteer, please reach out to our
committee chairs Josh Saak and Jeff Jones.

Allen Ziesman is joining the Idaho Section ITE board as our student liaison. We are all very
excited to have him as part of our team and are looking forward to his new ideas!

Representatives from many modes beyond
personal car travel presented including: Utah
Transit Authority, Salt Lake International Airport,
and Bicycle and Pedestrian coordinators, who all
spoke about the effects of the pandemic and
adjustments they have had to make for both
decreases and sometimes rapid increases in use. 

Our keynote speaker was Ms. Shelley Row who gave an interactive presentation on " Complex
Decisions: Why More Data Isn’t the Answer" She was very engaging and gave an excellent
presentation with relevant experience as a former FHWA Executive. Finally, we were privileged
to hear from ITE International Past President Randy McCourt twice, speaking about the OneITE
initiative as well as travel trends in 2020. We look forward to engaging with our Section in
more activities this year.
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Founding Sponsor



2020 was a busy year for BYU! Despite some restrictions due to COVID-19, the BYU student ITE
chapter has been able to do and accomplish a lot. We have not been able to meet in person
for events, but we’ve taken advantage of the virtual platforms available to us and have tried
many new things. We have especially loved getting to know our friends in other chapters
around the Mountain District, inviting them to join in on our professional forums and joining
them at theirs as well. We have also had some exciting virtual socials with games and
networking, and have enjoyed getting that “Facetime” with each other!
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Featured Student Chapter Updates
Brigham Young University

BYU ITE Forum

Virtual conferences have also given
us the opportunity to help more of
our members get involved and learn
about the industry. The chapter
enjoyed success at the Joint Western
District and Mountain District Annual
Meeting in June, and went on to
represent Mountain District well at
the International Traffic Bowl in
October, clinching second place! In
January, nine of our members were
able to attend to the virtual TRB
Annual Meeting where they learned
about a variety of transportation
topics and furthered their research.

Leading up to February, one of our members helped organize and plan a session for the first
International ITE Student Leadership Summit, which five of our members enjoyed attending.
The chapter completed a data collection project for the Mountain District and is eagerly
waiting to hear if we can help out again with this year’s proposal! We were also excited to
attend the 2021 Utah ITE Section Conference in March where a number of our members had
the opportunity to present their research. And we hope to see all our friends at the Mountain
District Student Leadership Summit hosted by Montana State in April!

BYU ITE Zoom Meeting



This semester at the University of Colorado – Denver, the student chapter of ITE has been
working to reestablish itself and grow participation. The chapter graduated many of their
active students in 2020 and is now regrowing the chapter from the ground up. 

On March 12, 2021, the chapter had their first meeting of the semester, where guest
speaker Brenden Paradies, an Associate City Planner from the Denver Department of
Transportation and Infrastructure (DOTI) presented on the ongoing Safe Routes to School
project in Denver. At the meeting, the reorganization of the student chapter was also
discussed in preparation for student leadership elections later this semester. 

Under the mentorship of Dr. Wes Marshall and Negar Karimi, the students worked hard to
submit a proposal for the 2021 Mountain District Data Collection Effort. If selected, the
chapter will study and report on the trips generated by a local Cabela’s, an outdoor
recreation superstore in Lone Tree, Colorado. Additionally, several students are planning on
attending the Student Leadership Summit hosted by Montana State in April.

Overall, the students at UCD are looking forward to participating in future ITE activities and
meetings, and are excited for new beginnings in Denver! If any CU Denver students are
interested in assisting the chapter get back on track, please contact Dr. Wes Marshall at
wesley.marshall@ucdenver.edu.
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Featured Student Chapter Updates
University of Colorado - Denver
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Student Opportunities
Students - Stay up to date by checking the student section of the

Mountain ITE website.  Information about scholarship opportunities,

awards, and events is periodically updated.  In addition, consider getting

involved with your local professional chapter.  The virtual environment is

no one 's favorite, but it should make it a little easier to join in meetings in

your area and around the district!  

The Student Leadership Summit will be virtual this year, April 9-11, 2021. 

 Although we would have loved to meet in person, the upside is that you

still have time to register!  Learn more here.  We hope to "see" you there!

https://mountainite.org/Students
https://mountainite.org/SLS2021


Welcome to ITE!

Arizona Section
Taylor Davis - Student, University of
Arizona (Southern AZ Chapter)
Joon Dokgo - Project Engineer, Sunrise
Engineering 
Andrew Estrada - Traffic EIT,
Southwest Traffic Engineering
Christina Galanis - Student, Arizona
State University
James Hartman - Permitting,
Construction, and Inspection Division
Manager, Maricopa County
David Klebosky - Traffic Engineer,
Burgess and Niple
Alex Lemka - Arterial Mobility Analyst,
Maricopa County
Keith Morphis - Planner, Maricopa
County
Ioana Popovici - Student, Arizona State
University
Miranda Sundblom - HDR
   
Colorado/Wyoming Section
Matt Barkley - Director, Central
Region, Streetlight Data      
Caleb Feaver - Transportation
Engineer, Fox Tuttle Transportation
Group 
Andrew Focht - Project Manager,
Town of Castle Rock
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The following members joined ITE and the Mountain District
between January and March 2021.  Welcome to all!
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Colorado/Wyoming Section, cont'd
Solomon Haile - Project Manager,
Federal Highway Administration
Brian Horan - Transportation Team
Manager, Galloway
Timothy Jutras - Engineer II, Econolite
Brian Kelley - Public Works Engineering
Manager, Town of Castle Rock
Samantha Lopez - Student, Colorado
School of Mines
Aaron Monks - Project Manager, Town
of Castle Rock
Adam O'Brien - Transportation
Engineer, Atkins
Tomi Oyekan - Civil Engineer, Federal
Highway Administration
Nicole Silva - Senior Transportation
Engineer, Fehr & Peers
Vasilia Yakumithis - Transportation
Planner, Gannett Fleming

Idaho Section
Andrew Borde - Student, University of
Idaho
Dan Franz - Director of Operations,
Quality Counts
Luis Garcia - Student, University of
Idaho
William Moore - Student, University of
Idaho



Welcome to ITE!
Idaho Section, cont'd
Eric Mulligan - Student, University of Idaho
Jade Williams - Student, University of
Idaho 

Montana Section
Wyatt Brown - Student, Montana State
University
Gregory Daggett - Student, Montana
State University

Nevada Section
Rodolfo Aveytia - Student, University of
Nevada Las Vegas
Alejandro Baez - Student, University of
Nevada Las Vegas
Jose Becerra - Student, University of
Nevada Las Vegas
Andrew Cline - Student, University of
Nevada Las Vegas
Justin De Leon - Student, University of
Nevada Las Vegas
Lorenzo Mendoza - Student, University of
Nevada Las Vegas
Sabrina Moore - Student, University of
Nevada Las Vegas
Jasmin Paniagua-Martinez - Student,
University of Nevada Las Vegas
Anaomi Rojas - Student, University of
Nevada Las Vegas
Justin Sith - Student, University of Nevada
Las Vegas
Joseph Thompson - Student, University of
Nevada Las Vegas
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New Mexico Section
Risa Gutierrez - Student, WSP USA
Julie Luna - Transportation Planner,
Bernalillo County

Utah Section
Steven Burdette - Student, Brigham
Young University
Bryan Chamberlain - Senior Project
Manager, AECOM
Garrett Falk - Student, Brigham Young
University
Cole Larsen - Student, Brigham Young
University
Jared Lillywhite - Engineer 1, Provo City
Alika Lindsay - Student, Concordia
University Chicago
Carly Morrison - Staff Engineer,
Pinetop Engineering
Landon Pratt - Student, Brigham Young
University
Emma Stucki - Student, Brigham Young
University
Cory Ward - Student, Brigham Young
University



In each issue, we will highlight one or two members of our District.  This month,
we talked with Lisa Nguyen, a Senior Airport Transportation Planner for
Denver International Airport (DEN). Lisa holds both Bachelor’s and Master’s
degrees in Civil Engineering from Colorado School of Mines and CU Denver,
respectively. She has extensive experience in Aviation & Airport Planning,
Traffic Engineering, Transportation Planning, Urban and Highway Design, and
Transit/Rail. She specializes in bridging the gap between urban design, planning,
and traffic engineering. 

As someone who failed her driver’s permit test at the age of 15 and high-
centered the driver’s education test vehicle, Lisa quickly realized transportation
and safety were critical to our everyday lives - and is often overlooked. Her
goal is to help communities move in a safer, more sustainable manner.

Additionally, Lisa serves actively on boards and committees within the Institute
of Transportation Engineers (ITE), Women’s Transportation Seminar (WTS), and
Society of Asian Scientists and Engineers (SASE). In her free time, Lisa enjoys
soaking in the outdoors with skis or trail running, devouring poke bowls and
boba tea, and visiting the hippos at the zoo.

1. How long have you been a member of ITE and why
did you join?
When I started grad school at the University of Colorado
Denver, I joined the ITE student chapter in 2011. My
graduate advisor highly recommended ITE for its networking
and technical opportunities. Boy was he correct! 

Member Spotlight
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Lisa Nguyen, P.E.

2. What is your favorite ITE memory or when/where
was your favorite ITE meeting?
One of my favorite ITE events was the joint ITE/WTS Ski Trip.
Our local ITE and WTS chapters in Colorado teamed up to
organize a bus full of ITE members to drive up to the ski
slopes- how often can you geek out about traffic operations,
roundabouts, and tunnels with 50 of your best
transportation friends? Oh, and the skiing was fantastic too! 
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Lisa Nguyen, P.E.
3. Who do you work for and what do you
do?
I’m a Senior Transportation Planner at Denver
International Airport, where I help manage
mobility, landside transportation, traffic
operations, and more. In short, I help folks
move on every mode aside from airplanes. 

4. What do you love most about
Transportation/Traffic
Engineering/Planning?
I love how relatable and impactful
transportation is to everyday life- whether it’s a
traffic jam or a late bus, I strive to be able to
connect folks in a safer, more efficient, and
sustainable manner.

Member Spotlight, cont'd

5. How do you define success?
To me, success at work is when I can help
someone get to their destination safely. 

6.  Who inspires you?
One of my inspirations is Lindsay Vonn - as a
skier who suffered an ACL tear seven years
ago, I looked to Lindsay for inspiration as I
recovered from my surgery, relearned how to
ski, and eventually embraced the sport fully. 



7. What’s one new thing - either industry-related or not - you learned in the last month?
During the Bicycle Colorado Moving People Forward conference, I was in awe by the topic of
“Redefining Safety in Colorado’s Transportation System.” Some of these elements include
alternatives to armed police on transit, as well as Safe Routes to School dropping the
“enforcement” from its 6 E’s of Safe Routes to School. As our society becomes more aware of the
implicit biases within infrastructure, it’s critical to evaluate how these impact different
communities and socioeconomic groups. 

Member Spotlight, cont'd
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Know a Mountain District member you would like to see featured in our
Member Spotlight?  Please submit suggestions to Lindsay Saner, Membership

Committee Chair (Lindsay.saner@kimley-horn.com).  Submittals should include
the member’s name, email, company/organization.
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Lisa Nguyen, P.E.

8. What’s something about you (a fun
fact) that not many people know?
For my side gig, I'm a costumed mascot! I've
worked several characters, including the
Chick Fil-A cows, Sir Topham Hatt from
Thomas the Tank Engine, Rudolph the Red
Nose Reindeer, and Charlie Brown and the
Peanuts gang. As a kid, characters were by
far my favorite attraction at Disney, Chuck E.
Cheese, and sporting events. Now, I love
being able to help these characters come to
life and make memories for kids of all ages!

9.  What’s the last book you read or
movie you saw?
Last Book: Minor Feelings by Cathy Park
Hong.  Last Movie: Raya and the Last Dragon
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Consider showing your support for the new Mountain District as a District or
Founding Sponsor!  Founding sponsorships are only available through the end of

2021.  More information on sponsor benefits can be found at
https://mountainite.org/Sponsors.  Thank you for your support!

Mountain District Sponsors
Thank you to all of our sponsors!

If you want to be a sponsor...If you want to be a sponsor...
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https://mountainite.org/Sponsors
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Mountain District Board
President.....................................................Benjamin T. Waldman

Ben.Waldman@apexdesignpc.com
Vice President......................................Devin V. Moore

devin.moore@kimley-horn.com
Secretary-Treasurer.............Danielle Scharf

dscharf@sandersonstewart.com
International Director...............Karen E. Aspelin

kaspelin@maxgreenengineers.com
Past President....................................Paul A. Barricklow

pbarricklow@lee-eng.com
District Administrator..............Jenny L. Grote

jennygrote@grotrans.com
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Mountain District Section Representatives
Arizona Section.............................................David E. Lucas

david_lucas@tempe.gov
Colorado-Wyoming Section.........Duane J. Cleere

duane.cleere@aecom.com
Idaho Section.....................................................Jeffrey W. Jones

jeff.jones@sixmile.com
Montana Section..........................................Lisa Fischer

lisa.fischer@hdrinc.com
Nevada Section..............................................Kondala Rao Mantri

Kondala.Mantri@atkinsglobal.com
New Mexico Section..............................James R. Barrera

jimb@horrocks.com
Utah Section......................................................Hal R. Johnson

hjohnson@rideuta.com
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Mountain District Committee Chairs
Advertising Committee.......................................................................................David E. Lucas

                      david_lucas@tempe.gov
Annual Meeting Committee..........................................................................Lee Cabell

                      lee@horrocks
Awards Committee.................................................................................................Joey D. Paskey

                       jpaskey@lasvegasnevada.gov
Communications Committee........................................................................Deanna C. Haase

                      deanna..haase@kimley-horn.com
Membership Committee...................................................................................Lindsay S. Saner

                      lindsay.saner@kimley-horn.com
Students and Young Professionals Committee...........Christopher E. Sobie

                       christopher.sobie@gmail.com



                         Advisor                President
Arizona State University..............................Dr. Yingyan Lou..................................................Francisco Gutierrez

    yingyan.lou@asu.edu              fcogtz@gmail.com
Boise State University....................................Dr. Mandar Khanal............................................Tryston Sellers

    mkhanal@boisestate.edu         trstonsellers@u.boisestate.edu
Brigham Young University...........................Dr. Grant Schultz ..........................................Logan Bennett

    gschultz@byu.edu                loganbennett93@gmail.com
Montana State University............................Dr. Ahmed Al-Kaisy.........................................Bryce Grame
                                      alkaisy@montana.edu             bryce.grame@gmail.com
Northern Arizona University..................Dr. Ed Smaglik.......................................................Katherine Riffle
                                      edward.smaglik@nau.edu         krr264@nau.edu
University of Arizona.......................................Dr. Yao-Jan Wu......................................................Adrian Cottam
                                      yaojan@arizona.edu               acottam1@email.arizona.edu
University of Colorado, Denver.......Dr. Wesley Marshall........................................None at this Time

    wesley.marshall@ucdenver.edu  N/A
University of Idaho, Moscow.................Dr. Kevin Chang.....................................................Meeloud Alhasyah

     kchang@uidaho.edu              alha2886@vandals.uidaho.edu
University of New Mexico..........................Dr. Nick Ferenchak.....................................Sheheryar Shafique

     ferenchak@unm.edu            sshafique@unm.edu
University of Nevada, Las Vegas.....Dr. Shashi Nambisan....................................Justin de Leon

     shashi@unlv.edu                   deleoj8@unlv.nevada.edu
University of Nevada, Reno......................Dr. Zong Tian..........................................................Matthew Boog

     zongt@unr.edu                   mboog16@nevada.unr.edu
University of Utah...................................................Dr. Xiaoyue Cathy Liu................................Zhiyan Yi

     cathy.liu@utah.edu                zhiyan.yi@utah.edu
University of Wyoming.....................................Dr. Mohamed Ahmed.....................................Anik Das

     mahmed@uwyo.edu              adas4@uwyo.edu
Utah State University...........................................N/A..........................................................................................N/A

     N/A                                N/A
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Mountain District Contacts
Mountain District Student Chapter Contacts

Be sure to check

mountainite.org for all the

latest news and events!

http://mountainite.org/

